Executive Summary

Massachusetts Health Care Plan

Massachusetts Health Care Reform Legislation, an act promoting access to affordable, quality, and accountable health care.  The statute is intended to redistribute public funds to provide health insurance coverage to currently uninsured and low-income populations as well as to provide affordable health insurance coverage options for all residents of the Commonwealth.  The goal of this new legislation is by July 1, 2007, 550,000 uninsured residents of Massachusetts will have some form of quality health insurance.  This nearly universal health care coverage for the state of Massachusetts, requires individuals to obtain health insurance, requires employers (who have more than 10 employees) to offer insurance coverage to their employees, or face the risk of penalties, authorizes the creation of new health insurance products, and increase eligible enrollment to Medicaid.  This Massachusetts law is the first in the country to require that every person have health insurance, in the same way states require drives to have auto insurance.  
Two other states have offered similar plans for the uninsured children.  Massachusetts is declaring victory for its new health care plan.  Could California with its 6.5 million uninsured residents, the sixth largest proportion in the nation, adoption the Massachusetts health care plan?  The demographics of the population of California make it difficult to implement such a reform but there are components of the Mass Health Care Plan that California could employ. 
